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ADVERTISEMENT. 
NY Perſon who ſhould have neither time nor 
inclination to peruſe the whole of the fol- 
lowing Letter, will find the ſubſtance of it in the 
Abſtra annexed. Some Gentlemen may perhaps | 
be of opinion that two or three pages would have 
been ſufficient to recommend the neceſſity and im- 
portance of fuch an inſtitution as is herein deſerib- 
ed; and ſhould this Letter be. deemed either too 
diffuſe or too florid, the Author's only excuſe is, 
that he wiſhed in ſome meaſure, to enliven a Sub- 
ject dry in itſelf and unintereſting to the generality 
of Readers. As to the ſcheme now offered, he 
hopes no apology is neceſſary, for what was dic- 
tated by humanity and a fincere regard for his ſel- 
low. 
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low-creatures. It 1 
; there is not a man in this country who 
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be the iſſue, the Author will acquieſce in the de- 
termination of the higher powers with a reſpectful 
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like the preſent, I can addreſs Your MajzsTr on afiibjec, 
in which no party, no invidious diſtinction of ſe, neither 
Whig nor Tory, neither Proteſtant nor Papifſt, is peculiarly 
intereſted ; but a ſubjet, on whoſe ifſuc eventually depends 
the well-being of high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another. I come with no ſcheme of reconciliation with roun 
| Colonies ; nor ſhall depict the ſcenes diſplayed in the troubled. 
Weſtern World ; I am contented in filence to pray for the 
peace of all Youx MajzsTY's dominions. My preſent pro- 
vince admits neither of wit nor ingenuity ; the theme is ſerious, 
the language and alluſions muſt be conſonant to it ; the graces. 
and embelliſhments of dition, I willingly reſign. to. abler- 


writers: 


Nos Vert dogma ſeverum, 
Trifte ſonant pulſe noftri teſtudine chordz. * 
The ſubject on which I have undertaken: to diſcourſe, is of 
the very firſt importance to any Nation: the HEALTH of the 
inhabitants of a powerful and opulent country, ought always to 


®. Anti-Lucret: L. 1. 
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occupy a large ſpace in the thoughts of it's Governors ; which 
I am happy to ſay it has effeQually done, particularly of late 
years, as well with reſpect to the metropolis of England, as 
cities and towns of inferior note. By the attention of men of 
abilities to phyſical knowledge and their uſeful inventions, the 
nature of that ſubtile clement which we inhale every moment 
of our. lives, has been more accurately inveſtigated, the per- 
nicious effects of it in a corrupted ſtate diſplayed, and proper 
methods ſuggeſted to countera® thoſe effects: but above all, 
the moſt falutary means have been diſcovered to preſerve it's 
purity, and prevent the fatal calamities which have been fo 
frequently experienced. We can now, without the terror of 
former times, behold the gates of our priſons unbarred, and 
their unfortunate tenants brought forth in the Courts of 
Juſtice ; we no longer tremble for the fafety of the vencrable 
guardians of our laws, who have oſten periſhed in the execu- 
992 6 
abroad at noon-day. Ir 


I contemplate with a — — 
in Your Majeſty's marine t, and the peculiar atten- 
tion which has been paid to that uſeful and gillant race, who- 
hazard their lives in the ſervice of their country, or ſpread the 
fail of commerce in diſtant regions; who vindicate with 
Britiſh. thunder the honour of Your MajzesTyY's throne, or 


enrich your dominions with the treafures of other climes. 


When I confider theſe bleſſed circumſtances, when I ſee that 
fatal diſor der, that hydra of navigation ion and opprobrium of 


fered 
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fered to rear it's livid creſt. in unoppoſed triumph amid the 
world of waters ; can I forbear to ſhed one tributary! tear der 

the recert grave of that unrivalled Manivznz, who dartd with 

| undaunted prow to ſtem the deſolate abyſs of untried oceans, to 
withſtand the fury of conſlicting elements, and make diſcovery 
where he ſaw no ſun. I can lament his melahchely cataſtrophe 

as 4 public calamity ; and I could ftrike the ſtrimg of nation 

ſorrow in a more lengthened ſtrain, if this were the proper 

place; but I principally here deplore his loſs in medical By br. 

HE was the man who firſt demonſtrated the power of an un- 
remitted attention to ſeemingly minute circumſtances in ſea 

affairs, to air, cleanlineſs, and choice of diet; who for the ſpace 
of three long years, occupied his laborious buſineſs in the ex- 
and on inhoſpitable wilds, and perſevered in eſſecting his bold 
defigns to the glory of Your MajzsTrY's reign, and of his 
native country, with the loſs of only FOUR men; an atchieve- 
ment which almoſt ſurpaſſes the bounds of an eager credulity. 
The method purſued by this great man, has been ſummed up 
with fidelity and elegance by Sir John Pringle, in one of thoſe 
conſummate models of philoſaphic eloquence, which he de- 
 livered to the Royal Society as, their President, when that 


Society, with ſo much joliice and honour to itſelf, adjudged 
the annual Medal to CAPTAIN COOK. 


I have 


* It is earneſtiy to be wiſhed, that Sir John Pringle would publiſh theſe Diſ- 

. courſes in an 8vo. Volume, as Sir Joſhua Reynolds has done thoſe which he 

delivered to the Royal Academy. They are both chef-d'ceuvres in their different 
departments. 
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— ons MajzsTY, principally or at leaſt more 
iumetiately relates to Navigation, though it may alſo, or rather 
e the benefit of roun dowinions at large. 1 
mean to tale up as little of Your MayjzsTr's time as poffible ; 
yet 1 hope what I ſhall deliver will be with unwavering pre- 
cifon'; though conciſe in words, yet full and comprehenſiye 
in Ke meaning. Lhave no peculiar purpoſe whatſoever to ſerve 
in my private capacity; I have not even the honour to belong 
to the profefiion whoſe utility I with to diffuſe ; and nothing 
but an honeſt motive of common good to my fellow-country- 
men and fellow-creatures, as partaking of the ſame common 
infirmities and expoſed to the fame common calamities, could 
have induced me to undertake this office. A mere accident 


threw the following paper in my way, which I beg leave to 
tranſcribe : | 


SURGEONS THEATRE. 


« The Court of a having been under the dic 
 agrecable neceſſity of refuſing dn ide loweft qualification to 
many Gentlemen, who lately. came before them to be examined, on 
. eccount of their total ignorance of Anatomy and Surgery; they 
think it therefore incumbent on them te give this public notice, 
that for the ſafety of his Majefly's Subjets both by ſea and land, no 
Gentleman can be admitted at this Theatre, to any qualification 
whatever in Surgery, except he underflands Anatomy, and is ac- 
gainted with the operative parts of Surgery. And the Court 
thinks it is more neceſſary that a Sea-Surgeon ſhould be very intel- 
ligent in bis profeſſion, as bis fituation deprives him of the ad- 
vantage of conſultation, and obliges him to depend on bis own judg- 
ment 


( s ) 
ment in the moſt important caſes in f. and Surgery; it © 
therefere hoped that no one will propeſe hinfelf to the Conre of 
Examiners, who is nat qualified as above, as they will neceſſarily 
be refuſed any qualifeation. The Court of Examiners ane 
made public the above reſolations, by ſending copies theraif only 
Admiralty, Eaſt-Indis Houſe, Nevy-office, Sick and Hurouffice, 
and to all the Profeſſors of Anatomy in London, Ediabargh, aud 
Dublin, and likewiſe to all the Hoſpitals in Loni,” diving chat 
they may be made public. They are ewe put up. ite SURGRONS 
THEATRE, where young Gentlemen come to paſs their .- 
ation, boping that this reſolution will fimulate young Gentlemen to. 
— CO EET 
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L now beg leave to tes anda ** 
fideration, a Scheme to carry the real and full purpoſe of tlie 
ve Paper into execution, in the moſt effeQual manner. 1 
n 
— — Ons 2 45 2 
3 

| As Anatomy is the foundation of Surgery, JETTY 
ecive, that. the moſt effeQtual method of providing the Navy 
and Army wich expert anck ile Surgeons, would be, to have 
Anatomy and all the of Vargery tangbt gratis in Lon- 
ae eee l D 


men n Hal and Ie dna 1 


Syrgeons Company, at a. very great cpence; the whole of 
"4 C | which. 
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cb I bse tern Mibemed, they have not us yet been able 
to diſcharge ; and ſhould Torn Majerry think proper to re- 
\corffinchd to the Court of Afiſtants of the Surgeons Company 
Wentz one in maniber,) or the Majority of them, to choole | 
Aly an able and learned Profefior out of their own body, or 
eſſdwdere, and endow him with a ſalary, and the management 
of the Lectures, Preparations, and every thing eſe thereynto 
| ing; to be under the immediate YireAion of the Maſter 
and Wardens for the time being, who are choſen annually ; I 
am humbly of opinion, that one Hundred Pounds or thercabouts, 
would be fufficient'to defray all the expences attending the four 
 Coutles, except the Profelfor : 1 propoſe moreover, thet cach 
courſe ſhould begin the firſt of every Quarter, and continue for 
three months, and ſo to go on every quarter during the whole 
year, Jo that Tux Tazaraz may be always-open 5 and I 
humbly preſume that One Hundred Penn or thereabouts-to 
the Profelior for each courſe, would be very moderate, as his 
whole time muſt be ſpent in (giving Lectures, and making 
Anatomical preparations ; ſo that in time theſe courſes of Lec- 
tures. might become as compleat as the Science can admit of; 
and 1 humbly conceive, that ſych an inftitution would be the 
means of ſaving the lives and linabs of Ton Majzerr's ſub- 
JeRts by fea and land ; falt. during the War, and afterwards 
when they come to ſettle in different parts of the Kingdom, 
where all Yoon Majzvrr's ſabjecte would be provided with 
able Chirurgical- affiſtance upon all occafions ; and farther 1 
preſume it would be ſaving of great expences to Your Majeſty's 
Navy, by having able Surgeons and well qualified mates to 


| erve on board all Your Ships ; the men would be ſooner fit | 
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Man by ſuperior. gifts ; to here 


ENT nts nent hoe 
nnr 
reptile 3 no, he m deink. the hit of the golden day, and 
triumph in exiſtence 1 he conſt, feel. the united powers of his 
nature act in full concert with each other; he muſt ſpring for- 
ward to his occupations with the bound of alacrity, and give 
"energy to his werks by the frngeine ee of healthful. on- 
" inigaired vigour. - Such is at- leaſt the dream of you, and 
 infolence,:fuch the fire which blazes for a moment, undamped 
by fad experience of the! vitiflitudet of human life. But this 
charm. is ſoon done away; and, che pleaſing illufion vaniſhes, 
ben we begin; with. a fariqus.caftto turn our eyes on the real 
. ate. of Beings like.curſelves, compeſſed round with infirmities, 
expoſed to. every. e and liable to innumerable dan 
ders from within and from. without, which no prudence can 
. foreſee, yo caution. can-prafient; we can fearce contemplate 
_ without horror the. difteeſefal. piftore, till at laſt, as Milton re- 
2 * 
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frame in a ſtate of ſanity, or reſtore it when the regularity of it's 
motions is diſturbed from whatever cauſe. Mur are we to be 
ſurpriſed at the rudeneſs of the firſt attempts, tin repeated er- 
perience and mutual communications have given a certain form 
to the arts of healing, ability to it's precepts, and a degree of 
certsinty to the teſpective efficacies of it's diversified o 
Hence the comprehenſive term of Medicize es . t's 
branches, various 2s the ſubje& with which it is converſant. 
Some of its Profeſſors raiſe to themſelves a reputation from the 
felicity of conjefture, when the cauſe of malady is from within; 
while the art of the Surgeon is open to the infpeRtion of every e 
curious beholder, and proceeds on more certain principles. 


dren; dn dre as, in the 
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Curentur — mgri z | 
Tu venam vel ihn committe Philippi, | 


The explication 1 intepe to give of - its the following + t i 
indeed a ſenſe of my o. and though different from the 
original meaning of it's an yet «s it illuſtrates my ſubject, 
1 hall hazard it. We obferveintiit pallage above, that a Pa- 
tient whoſe ſafety is dubious; and whoſe i crembles on the 
precipiee of diſſolution, is cunſtgned to the care of the moſt 
eminent Phyſicians of the country to which be belongs ; while 
we ſuffer our vein to be opened by the loweſt of thefaculty, 
6— a 
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ee Mie edintes but men who can 
determine with ſuch propricty here, ſcem wholly to loſe fight 
of it in the ſecond caſe, when with little heſitation, they com- 
mit an affair of perhaps ſtill greater importance to a perſon little 
experienced in the art, and in which a flight error may 
have a fatal and irremediable conſequence. I do not mean to 
confine this remark to the mere operation in queſtion, but to 
the practice of Surgery at large; which being of univerſal ne- 
ceflity and of the laſt moment, will doubtleſs have a numerous 
train of votaries, of pretended as well as of real Profeſſors. 
Here then is an object worthy of the interference of the Su- 


preme Magiſtrate, that ignorant or wicked men may not be 


ſuffered with impunity to make traffic ® of our lives. I be- 
lieve we ſhall accordingly find, that in mf civiliſed countries 
in later times, this Profeſſion has been ſubjected to regulation 
dy the Jaws f of the land. To bring this home to our own 
Country, and the plan now propoſed, let me be permitted to 
recite an ancient ordinance, Which the wiſdom of the Britiſh 
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F: Nat: Hiſt L. 29. in Proem. 


1 Pliny complains of the want of ſome public ordinance of this nature in Reme ; 
but it is well known in what contempe the Romans held the Profeſſors of 
Medicine. His words are: In hic artium ſolievenit, ut cuicumque Medicum 
ſe proſeſſo credatur, cum fit periculum in nullo mendacio majus, non tamen illud 
Vinditz ; (he adds with great force of thought and language) diſcunt periculis 
noltris, et experiments per mortes agunt. Plin. N. H. ut ſup. 
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miſcries of their fellou- creatures ſome of whom though they 
may have leſt no memorial behind them, that their praiſes 
might be reported; yet have they carried with them into a 
State, where there ſhall be no more pain, an uawritten record, 
the teſtimony of their own conſcience, and their works heave 


followed them. | mann nclcher t0 ſpeak of Sydenham nar of 
Boerhaave, neither of Wiſeman nor of Cheſelden. 


As to the preſent plan in contemplation, Your Majeſty will 
evidently perceive, from the reaſons above ſtated, that there is 


an almoſt indiſpenſable neceſſity for ſome inſtitution of the 
kind. From the date of the above Paper, hung up in Surgeons 
Theatre, October 21, 1779, above a whole year has now clapſ- 
ed; and as I have not heard of any ſtep having been taken 
towards the more eſfectual furtherance of fo noble an intent; 
I have therefore taken up my pen, under a deep and ſerious im- 
prefſion of the abſolute neceſſity of unfolding this ſeminal prin- 
ciple of public emolument into it's full and perfect maturity; 
now at this hour of genera, calymity, at this awful and tre- 
mendous period, when the judgments of Tux ALmiGuTy are 
gone abroad into all the Earth, I think that every the lighteſt 
propoſal for the preſervation of the Lives and Limbs of the 
human race, is particularly wortby the attention of a Patriot 
King, who wiſhes to be the Friend and Father of his People. 


It is evident that the utmoſt care ſhould be taken of what- 
ever belongs to Your Majeſty's Marine Department; I mean to 
ſpeak merely in a Medical light. That the bold and hardy 
Mariner who has reſigned the domeſtic comforts of life, who 
can 


1 e 
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the perils of winds and waves, and occupy his dufiveſs in"greur 
waters, for the ſervice of his Country, ſhould'be #n"hjeft of 
the very firſt attention ; that the of hi Me, hieelth 
and limbs, ſhould claim u moſt aſfeRtionate* concefh. Fro" any 
Government; is, I preſume, the voice of Nature, the Mute ö 
Joſtice, with her tender aſſeſſor Humanity. It has beey the 
peculiar glory of Great Britain, that ſuch has been her foſterin 
care of theſe her ſons of hardihed, that ſhe has provided public 
affiſtance for them in their fickdeſs and calamities ; and finally, 
beyond the example of other Countries, ſhe hath fixed the ſeal 
of confirmation to it, by providing for them a glorious Recep- 
_ tacle, when er vier in their old lambs lies lame, where they may 
cat their well-carned bread in peace and privacy, may recount 
the gallant deeds of their manhood, and call down bleſſing on 
that Government which hath catered ſo providentiy for them, 
and ſecured an undiſturbed 'afytum for their declining age. 
May we not cry out with the "Athenian Orator, * « This is 
« the Country, for which d Many valiant Heroes have poured 
« forth their beſt blood ii Uefence of it's Government, Law, 
and Religion; nor cat we doubt but that there will be « 
« never-failing ſucceffion of then animated by the ſame princi- 
* ple; nad the une e ready to fend fort a9 it's 
Guardians in the hour of neceſſity.” 


———————_ — — 
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rn. 
vie years, that many Gentlemen who have applied for qualifi- 
$$ 54 Surgeons mates on board Your MajesrrY's 
. 
tomy, that they have been obliged to cauſe to be printed and 
hung up in their Hall an order which declares, (as- above 
ſtated), « That for the ſafety of Youx MajzsTyv's Subjedts 
7 and land, no Gentleman can be admitted at their 
« Theatre to any qualification whatever in Surgery, unleſs be 
; underflands Anatomy, and is acquainted with the operative 
« parts of Surgery.” This reſolution of the Company's, which 
is founded in the trueſt wiſdom and an enlarged hamanity, has 
who have no proſpect of acquiring a maintenance, but by ſuch 
an appointment ® as they apply for : they cant dig ; to beg, they 
are ed. | ſhall reply by the following anecdote in another 
important department of life. A young Gentleman applied to 
the Chaplain of a great Pielate tiow living, to be admitted to 

the holy order of Deacon! in the Church of Englzad : the 
* *** and 
found 


4 
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r Surgeons Company is, Third 
mate of « third rate man of war. Lat mankind judge by the following ftate of a 
poſſible caſe. A Surgeon and three Mates are on board a ſhip bound, for inſtance, 
_ for the Weſt-Indies ; it is known, that abroad if a Surgeon and all his mates but 
the loweſt die, a very moderate examination is ſufficient ſor that mate to be ap- 
pointed The Sxrgeen of the ſhip ; 3 ny > > - 
this young Ignoramus. What is to be done on this occaſion ? 
fignation to impending fate. Surely this will . 
thoughts, who has the feelings of a man about him. 


( 15 ). 

found him wanting ; he told him with great tenderneſs, that 
he was much concerned to find himſelf under the neceſſity of 
denying him what he requeſted, a5 in his conſcience he did not 
think him qualified for the facred office be wiſhed to ubder- 
take, The young Candidate, as may be imagived, was very 
importunate with the Chaplain, intreated him to confider the 
diſgrace which muſt enſue, all bis proſpects entirely dei pug, 
with other arguments which were cf little weight with " the 
Examiner : till at laſt, the young Gentleman, ſtill more preſ- 
fing, cried out, For Chriff's ſake, Sir, admit me; Sir, replied the 
Chaplaio, (in words which ſhould be had in everlaſting remein- 
brance,) I it were not for HIS ſake, I would. The application 
is evident; I beg leave to proceed. 


It is well known that Government gives ſuch low encou- 
nagement to men who are to be employed as Surgeons Mates 
on ſhip-board, that we can bardly expect that Gentlemen of 
q uſefol and ſo neceflary. . But as there, muſt be ſome to un- 
dertake it, it muſt in generall fall to the lot of thoſe who are 
ſcarce able to afford the means of acquiring even 3 tolerable 
knowledge of the ſubject: Penury repreſſes the ardour of their 
purſuits, and freezes the current of their inquines. It is to 


remove theſe obſtacles, to break theſe icy bands, to bid the 
ſtream of knowledge © flow forth in a perennial unreſtrained 
channel throughout Your MajzsTrY's cxtenfive realms ; that 
I humbly conceive (as ftated above,) That the moſt eſfedual 
% method of providing Your Majeſty's Army and Navy with 
« expert and able Surgeons, would be to have Anatomy and 

« all 
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„A che branches of Surgery taught gratis in Londen, as they 
« arc now at Paris, by which means Landen would. become 
* the Anatomical and Surgical Theatre of the World.” I do 
not mean to confider the ſtate of the Surgeons Company, when 
united with a ludicrous profeſſion, nor to ſhew that by being 
cut off from it, it literally became ſeo corpore firmior ; as the 
Science of Medicine in all it's branches never was on fo re- 
ſpectable a footing in any country under Heaven, as it is at 
» 


8 


WD 
that Surgery has made in later times, and the increaſe of li- 


beral and ingenuous manners among it's Profeſſors. In a Book 
entitled, The Operations of Surgery by Monſieur Le Dran, 
« tranſlated into Engliſh by the late Mr. Gataker, 3d. Ed. 
Dody 1747, p. 472. I find the following very extraor- 
dinary paſſage. It muſt be confeſſed, that both Anatomy 
7 and Surgery flouriſhed much hier in Englend than in France, 
<< where all poſſible encouragements are given to both ; while 
* in London, the Governors of ;the two Hoſpitals, being 
% moſtly Citizens, out. of a falſe policy, entirely refuſed the 
« education of pupils in one Hoſpital, and allowed of but 
<« nine in the other. And the Rulers of the Barber-Surgeons 
Company at the ſame time contrived by a bye-law to pre- 
1, 
« foreſecing that the younger Surgeons by that knowledge 
« would advance too faſt upon them. They made it a penalty 
«< of ten pounds to diſſect a body out of the Hall, without their 
leave, which was ſcarce to be obtained; and if any offended 


( 17 ) 
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<< provements in Anatomy and Surgery, fince theſe reſttaints 
„ have been taken off, will convince the wor'd of the ug 
* neſs of them.” ——Unfieneſe truly that word may per- 
haps ſound ſoft in a Gallic ear: Unfitneſs indeed ? (Cogit ex- 
cedere propoſiti formam operis erumpens ahimio & pectore in- 
dignatio) e I call it Wickedveſs, dannable Witheteft : each 
Engliſh Reader will applaud that word to the vety echo that 
never ſeen this paſſage, will find exerciſe for his faith to be- 
lieve it; he that has, will exult in it's being expoſed to the 
light of day, will rejoice in ſeeing the blanket, ns it were, torn 
from this dark and folemn myſtery of iniquity, and will bleſs 
rr 
0... | 


Eee: 
ve know and feel the privileges and happincſs we enjoy; but 
we lo the ſenſe of the bleſſings we poſſeſs, without ſuch a re- 
troſpect and compariſon of other times. What is now offered, 
is deſigned to give the finiſhing hand to whatever of excel- 
lence is at preſent experienced, but particularly in your Ma- 
Jay Aray and Ney. Your Majzsrr will obſerve that 
I have ated above, That there is a node Hall and Theatre 
« already built for the purpoſe by the Surgeons Company, at 
« ag very great expence, the whole of which they have not, as 

. F yet, 


— 


* 


Vell. Paterc. L. 2, S. 66. 
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4 yet, been able to diſcharge.” It appears from hence, that 

they abſclately want ſufficient means to put ſuch a plan into 

execution ; it appears alſo, that as mankind in their collective 

capacity are eventually to receive the benefit, by having Ana- 
| tomy and Surgery &ught gratis in London, that ſuch a plan is 
'  reuſonablein itſelf, and from the deſigned mode of it's execution 
ſcarce liable to any abuſe whatever. For I propoſe, that the 
Court of Affiſtants of the Surgeons Company, (which are twen- 
ty one in number, and who decide on all propoſals made to the 
Company) or the majority of them, ſhould be recommended 
by Toon MajzsTyY to chooſe annually out of their own body, 
or eflewhere, an able and learned Profeſſor, and that this Pro- 
feſſor ſhould be endowed with a Salary, &c. and that he ſhould 
be under the immediate direction of the Maſter and Wardens 
for the time being, who are choſen annually ; that One Hun- 
' dred Pounds or thereabouts would be ſufficient to defray all the 
expences attending the Four Courſes, excepting the Profeſſor; 
and I preſume that One Hundred Pound: or thereabouts to the 
Profeſſor for each Courſe would be very moderate, as his whole 
time muſt be ſpent in preparing ſubjects, . giving lectures, &c. 
So that the whole expence would amount to Five Hundred 
| Pounds per annum, or thereabouts; provided moreover, that 
Toon MajzsTy ſhall think fit in Your Royal Wiſdom, to 
appoint that the Bodies of ſuch Felons as ſhall hereafter be con- 
victed of Burglary be, after execution, delivered to the Surgeons 


Company, — "22 2 On of ears 
now are. | 


Your 
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'Youn Majzery perceives that L have no local, no > nations), 
no partial prejudices, but propoſe that this Profeſſor ſhould be 
elected out of the-Surgeon's own body, or elſewhere . ſo that 
it is left open to the pretenſions of merit, and. genins, which 
are of no country. I am too well acquainted with the nature 
of Profeſſorſhips in general, not to foreſee many, objeQtions 
| which may be made to the founding of any new ones what · 
ever. In anſwer to which I ſhall lay before your Majeſty 
- more minutely, what are the peculiar, diſtinctive, 2 

features of the preſent now in contemplation. 


In moſt Profefiorſhips of this niture, when the Profeſior was 
once actually elected, the ſalary has been generally continued, 
whether he did his full duty or not; the evident conſequence _ 
of which has been, that they have by degrees degenerated into 
Sinecures. As to Proſeſſorſhips in the Uniyerfities of this land, 
their more immediate and original uſe has been ſuperſeded by * 
the inſtitution of Tutors in the ſeveral Colleges, who, it muſt. 
be confeſſed with ſatisfaQtion, in general execute their important 
office with exemplary diligence and ability. But I have always 
been of opinion, that Anatomy and Surgery are of ſtill more 
eee tha n. age ranch of Scan th 

world: 


bd 
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* [t is to be obſerved that the Ianp,F in ancient times implied principally an 
Operator or Surgeon : Medicina clara erat Trojanis temporibur, quibus fama cer- 


tior, Yulnerum tamen duntaxat remediis. 2 


* ) 
world. Now the Mpend which 1 propoſe ſhould be given to 
this Profefior, is not imply a yearly ſalary ; I propoſe that he 
ſhould give three Lectures every week, each to conſiſt of co hours 


atthe leaſt ; and that in the ſpace of three months he ſhould go 
through a complete courſe of Anatomy, together with all the 
chicurgical operations and bandages, and that likewiſe he make 
two Anatomical preparations every quarter t6 belong to the 


Surgeons Company as their property, till ſuch time as an Ana- 
tomical Muſeum ſhall be formed as compleat as the Science 


will admit of, and that the Profeſſor for the time being, con- 
ſtantly take care that ſuch Preparations be well preſerved. Ano- 
ther condition will appear at firſt more rigid than any I re- 
member in any Inſtitution of this or any other kind ; but when 
it is coafidered that this is of the moſt public nature poſſible, 
necelity of ſuch ſeverity. For - I propoſe that even in caſe 
of the Profafer's . or e from whatever cayſe, be 
ſhall either nawe a Sli in his place, to be approved by the 
Maſter and Wardens ; or the Mafer and Wardens ſhall appoint 
one in his place themfebves,' which Subfiture ſhell receive for 
. ajpertioned to the Fru. to 
ttt! 5 be 
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1t is alſo worth remarking, that the f+# Phyſician who ſettled in Rome was 
ſtyled « Sargean: Caffius Hemina ex antiquis auctor eſt, primum e Medicis veniſſe 


Romam e Peloponeſo, Archagathum Lyfaniz filium, A. U. DIV. - 
r cum traduat fail vecatum. Plin. ut ſup. 


= The whale Salery propoſed to be given to the Profeiler 1s £400, or there- 
abouts ; 156 Lectures are to be read in the year, conſequently the ſum apporti- 
oned for each Lecture amounts to ſomething above Ca 11 0. 
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be dedufied from his annual flipend, for the reſpeBiive days or 
weeks he may chance to be employed. I do not" propoſe tht 
a new Profeſſor ſhould be elected every year, the fine u be 
re-eleffed ; but it is to be remembered that the conditions are 
prevent a promiſcuous turbulent crowd of attendants on theſe 
Lectures, which might perhaps defeat their utility, 1 propoſe 
two Conditions for every Gentleman Who wiſhes to attend 
them ; firſt, that he have ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip ton 
regular Surgeon ; and ſecondly, that he underſtand the Latin 
Tongue. Theſe conditions ate ſimple and recommended by 
their propriety. I propoſe likewiſe, that theſe Lectures ſhall 
be free to all Phyſical Gentlemen of the im and Novy ; and 
I conceive ſuch a limitation to be proper, when it is conſidered 
what is their immediate and peculiar ſcope. Here will theſe 
Gentlemen conſtantly find 2 place, where they may refreſh 
r dnegits «t GTOIIET- 
68 _—_—_— Rn TE Þ 
F | 8 | 

Wis cn mm. | 
ſum as Five Hundred Pu a year, or thereghourts, I confeſs 
that I ſtand aſtoniſhed ; and ſincerely wiſh that ſome perſon had 
before this time conceived ſuch a plan as the above, and that 
an abler pen than mine had recommended it to that attention 
which I think it deſerves; but Truth requires no ornament ; 
_ ſimplicity is it's proper veſt. . If an Inſtitution like this ſhould 


take place, it is abſolutely undeniable, © That it would be the 
* cs «f fring the New and Hide of many of Teen 
__ FO MaJjzsTY's 
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« MazzsTY's Subjects by fea and land; firſt during the war, 
«< and afterwards when they come to ſettle in different parts of 
rere 
provided with able Chirurgical affiſtance upon all occafions ; 
*« and farther it is preſumed it would be ſaving of great ex- | 
« pences to Your Majeſty's navy, by having able Surgeons, and 
«© well-qualified mates on board all the Ships; the men would 
4 be ſonner fit for duty, and fewer ſent to the Navy Hoſpitals, 
WG 3a WEI ave come UnNnS. at. 
very great expence.” Moreover I am of opinion, that the 
cnttynmnce of te Eiltouat Communders in Your Majeſty's 
ſervice, particularly in the Weſt-Indies, owing to the incapacicy 
of many of the Surgeons Mates, call aloud in no ambiguous 
accents for ſome Inſtitution, (if this ſhould be diſapproved,) 
which may tend to remove ſo ſevere an evil, by ſtriking at the 


primary root whence it has ſprung. 


p—  ——__ may be per- 
| formed by « wel-direQed monifcence, like the area wel- 
— + | 


(( 
Or in proud falls magnificendly loſt, _ 
But clear and artleſs pouring thro? the plain 
Health to the fick, and folace to the fwain. 
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Let him, I ſay, contemplate what the Man of Reſt eſſecteũ 
with foe hundred pounds a year, and while his breaſt beats with 
the generous pulſe of humanity, en | confum.- 
mation of ſuch an Inſtitution as has been propoſe: or of ai 
other which may be deemed more eligible and foonded_ on.the 
ſame priaciple : it is a conſummation devoutly to be. wiſhed ! 
eſpecially at #b/s hour of need, when any Plan - whatever, 
which tends to the preſervation of the lives and limbs of 
Your MAJjEsTY's ſubjects by ſea and land, is nct to be rejected 
without ſome examination. | 


Such is the nature of this propoſed Inſtitution which 1 


thought proper to lay before Your MajzsTy, as the Sove- 
reign and Father of a free and opulent People; it is now left 
to your Royal Wiſdom : and if I have ſpoken ſuitably to the 
dignity of my ſubject, I have ſpeben according to my deſire; 
- but if unworthily, accotdinig 46 ty ability. Your MAV 
reign has been peculiarly diſtinguiſhed by the patronage of 
every art and ſcience which'can ennoble or embeliſh life: the 
vales of Arno and the Tuſcat flood have been viſited by the 
feet of pilgrim curioſity, and the remains of mutilated domes 
and mouldering urns have been traced with claſſic reverence; 
each grace of Athens and of Rome has ſtarted forth in re- 
novated ſplendor ; and we no longer behold their ancient 
glories with the eye of envy, fince the genius of a Reynolds 


has 
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has created a Vatican of our own, and the plaſtic hand of the 
Britiſh Lyfippus f imaged the monarchal form of Thames. 
Toon MajzsTy has alſo ſhewn a fingular attachment to the 
healing art; you have honoured the Phyſician with the honour 
due unto him, and have lifted up the head of him, who for the 
welfare of individuals „ + wen 
of public affairs ; who (in the language of the Poet) 


| M.aluit, et mutas agitare inglorins artes. | 
1 could not therefore, even in this light, have addreſſed a plan 
like the above, with more propriety to any man in England, 
than to it's SovzsrEIGN, whoſe diſpoſition and intereſt alike 
concur to favour and ſupport it. I wiſh to behold every thing 
encouraged which may give ſtability and increaſe to the inter- 
nal power of Your MajzsTr's dominions. I with to behold 
under Your auſpices a rifing Fabric, which being fitly framed 
together, may grow into a Royal Temple; that the golden 
architrave and fretted roof may be ſupported by the maſly _ 
- column and the aidrble Vaſe. 1 know that the Profeſſor in 
Your Royal Academy already reads lectures on the ſubject of 
Anatomy to the Students 3 but nd man who reflects, can think 


_ 


+ Bacon. R. AI have heard that it was once in contemplation to have this 


wonderful model caſt in braſs, and erected on the center arch of Weſtminſter 
Brid | 


4 
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— etits wet etc 
the conſummate fiyleof = Hunter, can ever fupenipgs ne- 

celiity of what has been deſcribed. 1 e tete the 
bleſſed eſſects of a well-condutted Inſtitution of this kind, the 
ſpirit of which, inthe revelatioe of de, will and muſt pervade 
with q influence, every part of Your Empice, even down 
to the mini member. 1 do not mean that it ſhould be a 
work of oſtentation, but founded upon ruling and maſter-prin- 
ciples ; not as an exerciſe calculated to diſplay the talents of a 
Profeflor, when clegance is the object; but being erected on 
the broad bakis of general Good, I truſt that increaſe of years 
will give it iacreaſe. of ſtrengih, till it ſhall become what the 
(gt Hiſtorian call 4s Everlgting Poſſeſſon. 


I ſpeak as if 1 an pill ee | 
ſcheme ; but mine is an inferjor office; I have only endeavouc- 

ed to recommend it to mene :gneral notice, and to Your 
Majeſty's patronage in particular; being moreover well aſſured, 
that every generous, learned, and difintereſted Profeſſor of this 
noble, this important Science, will unite in whatever can give 


it cither ornament or ſtability ; as the ſpirit and intent of an 
_ - - Inftitution 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ABOVE. 


A Plan for putting into execution the ſpirit and intent of 
— EE yy 


up in their Hall: | "CJ orr 7 
SUR GEON 8 THEA Tis. G6 ad 3, 


Odober 21ſt, 1779. | 
« The Curt of Examiners having been under the dic. 
agreable neceſſity of refuſing cven the lowefs qualification to 
many Gentlemen, wwho lately came before them to be examined, en 
account of their total ignorance of Anatomy and Surgery ; they 
think it therefore incumbent on them to give this public notice, 
that for the ſafety of bis Majeſty's Subjefs both by ſea and land, no 
Gentleman can be admitted at this Theatre, to any qualification 
whatever in Surgery, except he underflands Anatomy, and is ac- 
gameed with the operative parts of Surgery. And the Court 
thinks it is more neceſſary that a Sea-Surgeon ſhould be very intel- 
ligent in his profeſſion, as bis fituation deprives him of the ad- 
venfage of confull ation, and obliges bim to depend on his own judg- 
ment in the moſt important caſes in Phyfic and Surgery; it u 
therefore hoped that no one will propoſe himſelf to the Court of 
Examiners, who is not qualified as above, as they will neceſſarily 
be refuſe! any qualification” N Court of Examiners "have 
made public the above reſolutions, by ſending copies thereof to the 
Admiralty, Eaft- India Houſe, Navy-office,” Sick and Hurt-office, 
and to all the Profeſſors of Anatomy tn London, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin, and likewiſe to all the Hoſpitals in Londen, defiring that 
they may be made public. They are likewiſe put up. in SURGEONS 
THEATRE, where young Gentlemen come to paſs their examin- 
ation, hoping that this reſolution will ftimulate young Gentlemen to 
a cloſer attendance towards their improvement in the ſeveral branches 
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is conceived that the moſt effectual method of providing 
the Navy and Army with expert and able Surgeons, would 
be to have Anatomy and all the other branches of Surgery 
taught gratis in London, as they now are at Paris ; by which 
means London would become the Anatomical and Surgical 
Tazarzz of the World. 


i is propoſed, that an able and learned Profeſſor would 
be choſen annually out of the Surgeons Company, or elſe- 
where, and endowed with a ſalary; to have the management 
belonging, to be under the immediate direction of the Maſter, 
and Wardens of the Surgeons Company. The Profeſſor 
to be elected by the Court of Aſiſtants of the Surgeons. 
Company, or the majority of them; the Lectures to be read 
in the Hall and Theatre belonging to the Company. 


| Ir is conceived, that Ons Hundred Pounds or thereabouts 
would be ſufficient to defray all the Expences attending the 
four Courſes, except the Profelior: it is alſo conceived that 
One Hundred Penuds, or theitabouts, ſhould be given to 
| the Profeſlor for each Courſe, which would be very moderate, 
as his whole time muſt be ſpent ia: giving lectures, and, mak- 
amounts but to Five Hundred Pundit per annum, or there- 
abouts ; provided that His Ma jzsTY, in his Royal Wiſdom, 
ſhould think proper to appoint that the Bodies of ſuch 
Felons, as ſhall hereafter be convicted of Burglary, be after 


execution, delivered to the Surgeons Company, in the lame 
manner as the Bodies of Marderers now are. 


It 
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| It is propoſed, that the Profeſſor ſhould read three L 
every Week, each to conſiſt of tes bours at the leaft; and. 
tat inthe foe of tees menthe, be Genin er 
plear courſe of Anatomy, together with all the chir 
ations and bandages, and that likewiſe he make two A 
tomical Preparations to belong to the Surgeons Company as 
their Property, till a Muſeum ſhall be formed 'as. complead as 
the Science will admit; and that the Profeſſor, for then 
= 2 os — 
well preſerved. 

It is alſo propoſed, that in caſe of the Profeſſor's ſickneſs or 
abſence from whatever cauſe, he ſhall either name a ſubſticate in 
his place to be approved by the Maſter and Wardens ; or the 
Maſter and Wardens ſhall appoint one themebves ; which ab- 
ſtitute ſhall receive for each lecture, the ſpecific ſumapportioned 
to the Profeſſor, to be deducted from his annual ſtipend, for 
the reſpective days or weeks he may chance to be employed. 
The ſame verdad. agg 6—ͤ 


t lo grenifhd, able anal eee ment U the fit &f 
every quarter, and continue; for thies months, and to geo on du- 
ring 'the whole year, do ac the Theatre may be always 
wiſhes to attend theſe Lectubes. lad 


iſt, That he have ſerved a regular Apprenticeſhip to a regu- 
lar Surgeon. 


1 
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e Latin Tongue. It is propoſed 
be free to all Phyſical Gentlemen 


iſtitution like the above, would be 
ves and Limbs of many of His 
ſea and land; firſt, during the 
they come to ſettle in different 
re all His MajzsTrY's ſubjects 
le Surgical aſſiſtance upon all oc- 
ved, that it would be ſaving of 
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eſt Indices, owing to the incaps- 
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